
PCS Board Executive Meeting Minutes for 8-20-12 

 

Attending:  Jeff, Rollie, Debbie, Betty, Peggy, Don and Neal         Excused: Aaron, Marti, Ken            

Jeff passed out a hard copy packet to all Board Members containing documents of some of the 

history and other pertinent information related to the Gleaners issues that we are dealing with 

tonight.  We have the Susan James meeting and resignation letters and ultimatums and other 

items pertaining to the issue at hand.  You have the Executive Board meeting agenda and 

minutes of July 12
th

 and the text drafted by Ken St. Pierre that was to be sent out to Board 

Members only.  You then have the Executive Session Board Meeting on July 16
th

 and I would 

like you to review the minutes of July 16
th

 Executive Session and then comment or a motion to 

approve.  Peggy questioned some of the “history” that was in the minutes and after much 

discussion Don made a motion to strike the 8 words from the meeting minutes, 2
nd

 by Rollie, 

passed unanimously.  Betty made a motion to approve the revised minutes, 2
nd

 by Don, passed 

by 6 Board Members, Peggy opposed.  Jeff shared the letter from Canyon Gleaners concerning 

the van that they had given to the Philomath Gleaners, his conversations with Peggy Nickich 

informing her that the Philomath Gleaners did not have their own 501-C-3, that PCS had paid 

for fixing, repairing and replacing various things wrong with the van, that the Gleaners were in 

fact using the van now and that if the Philomath Gleaners ever separated from PCS then they 

could take the van with them if they reimbursed PCS for all of the repairs.  Jeff told Peggy 

Nickich she was getting incorrect information on her end.  Peggy Nickich felt that was fair and 

reasonable.  Peggy Clark questioned what was said and the actions that were taken after the July 

12
th

 Executive Board meeting that she and Ken were invited to and attended because of their 

extensive knowledge of the history of what was being discussed.  Peggy did not recall that we 

had asked Ken to draft an email that would be sent to the full Board disclosing our discussion 

about the Gleaners and our recommendation (at this point Jeff showed everybody Ken’s email 

dated 7-12-12), that Don was to contact Susan James to set up a meeting to discuss the Gleaners 

getting their own 501-C-3 and finding a new home and that Jeff should keep Susan in the loop 

and send her an email informing her of our decision.  Susan forwarded Jeff’s email to Peggy, 

which Peggy did not have with her at this time, but stated that the email was not a “heads up” 

that we were going to discuss and recommend to the full Board that we terminate our 

relationship with the Gleaners but that “the Board” had made the decision.  In the interest of 

trying to get through this, Jeff pulled rank as President and continued on with his recap of the 

history.  Jeff read into the minutes the email from Susan James to Don Gist about meeting with 

her on Monday, July 30
th

 and the email from Don Gist to Susan James dated 8-1-12 recapping 

his understanding of the meeting.  Peggy asked when and who made the decision that Pat and 

Dean should be reinstated into the Gleaner program, Don said it was at the July 16
th

 Board 

Meeting, Betty said “yes, it was”.  Don stated that to his knowledge Susan has never replied to 

his email dated 8-1-12.  Jeff then read the email from Don to Jeff and Ken dated 8-2-12 and the 

attached email from Sharon Thornberry dated 8-1-12 slamming PCS.  Peggy didn’t want Jeff 

reading the various emails and said she knew how to read.  Jeff replied that he was going to 

read the various emails into the record so there would be no misunderstanding as to how this 

whole gleaner issue has gotten totally out of control.  Jeff then said to Peggy, Betty, Don and 

Debbie that he was worried that this was going to cause problems with Senator Wyden’s office.  

Jeff said that “you (Peggy) told him that Sharon had already filed a complaint with the Attorney 



Generals office, the Canyon Gleaners have written me a letter, the City is now involved”.  

Peggy said “they won’t give us any money”, and then said “because we can’t clean our house” 

Jeff asked if she would allow him to finish, Peggy, “kindly do it so I can leave” “finish your 

timeline”.  Jeff said he got a call from Juine Chada at Senator Wyden’s office and said that they 

were going to have to move some things around, that they wanted to change the time to 12:30 

pm from 1:30 pm and that they may not be able to meet with the Board and Staff.  Jeff could 

tell that something was up.  Jeff then read the email response from Sharon Thornberry to Don 

dated 8-16-12 and Don’s email to Susan James (with a cc to Sharon and Jeff) dated 8-13-12 and 

the email from Don to Susan (with a cc to Sharon, Debbie, Don, Ken and Jeff) dated 8-16-12.  

Jeff then went on to the agenda and minutes of the Executive Board meeting of 8-16-12 and 

made a motion to approve the minutes.  Peggy said “let’s stop right here, one thing that I need 

to mention, we talked about bylaws and what we are really seriously getting into this, about the 

issue that I talked about earlier, that we are doing what we should be doing, that Debbie is a 

program director and she is the Secretary, for I think that I have been here for 5 years, and I’ve 

mentioned that that is against every bylaw that we have, and the original bylaws which are the 

only ones on file with the Department of Justice, the 1992 bylaws, which says that a director, 

which to me she is a director, it kind of gets a little confusing when they are talking about 

members and directors, of who is who and what, that she cannot be a voting member because 

she is a director of a program.  Other program directors have come to me and said “Peggy, how 

come we have to leave when Debbie is a program director and she stays”?”  Rollie said 

“because she wears two hats”.  Jeff said “she is an Executive Officer Peggy”.  Peggy said “But 

she can not be, according to the bylaws”.  Debbie said “Peggy, at one time you were the 

Treasurer, the Interim Gleaner Manager, I am trying to groom Kay McGee” and Peggy 

interrupted and said “I understand that, but 5 years is 5 years.  But when push comes to shove 

and we have the Attorney General and everybody coming down on us, we need to start cleaning 

our house.  One, we need a Sergeant of Arms”.  Debbie interrupted and said “Peggy, why don’t 

we make an amendment to the bylaws and remove that sentence?”  Peggy said we need to redo 

the whole bylaws and Jeff said we just re-did the bylaws.  Peggy pointed out that we never 

finished the bylaws, there were never sent, it was never filed.  Rollie asked why are we getting 

into this now and Debbie said it was because somebody filed a complaint with the Department 

of Justice.  Jeff asked Peggy what is the nature of the complaint filed against PCS?  What are 

we being accused of?  Peggy said that Sharon did not tell her that she filed a complaint but that 

she talked to the Department of Justice.  Jeff then asked about what, what was the subject?  

Peggy said it was about Jeff Lamb, that the organization was not being run like it should be run.  

Jeff said she needed to be more specific than that.  Peggy said Sharon did not say anything more 

about it and Peggy did not want to get into it.  She didn’t want to deal with Sharon Thornberry, 

because she felt to her it was a conflict of interest.  Jeff asked Peggy how Sharon was getting 

his emails and Peggy said she didn’t know, she assumed it was Susan.  Jeff said no, not when it 

says “Board Members Only”.  The reason everything tonight was in hard copy was so that it 

could not be forwarded.  Peggy said she understood that.  Jeff said we have a motion on the 

floor to approve the minutes from the August 16
th

 Executive Board meeting and called for the 

question, 2
nd

 by Don, passed unanimously.   

Dept. Program Cost Sharing - Jeff said that when you read the minutes in italics you will see 

that it says certain motions will be forwarded to the Board at the August 20
th

 meeting.  Jeff 



asked Don if that was correct and he said yes.  Jeff asked Debbie to read the first motion in 

regards to the department cost sharing, and then read #1, “start charging all Departments 15% of 

total annual funds raised beginning 10-1-12.”  He also reminded everyone that Ken’s email 

(attached) gave Jeff his proxy to vote on all 3 issues, that Ken supported all 3 motions.  Jeff 

asked Don to summarize what we discussed and how we came to this decision of cost sharing.  

Betty said that as part of the garden, which uses very little PCS resources to operate, she was in 

full support of this action.  Peggy asked why we didn’t do what was suggested a long time ago, 

based on the amount of income that every group gets?  Neal said that is what we are voting on.  

Neal just wanted to make sure the funds are used appropriately and what they are designed to 

do.  Everyone assured him that they will be.  Motion made by Don to approve, 2
nd

 by Peggy, 

passed unanimously. (Jeff, Rollie, Debbie, Betty, Peggy, Don, Neal and Ken)          

Sharon Thornberry / Gleaning Program – Peggy asked why Sharon Thornberry’s name was 

on the August 16
th

 Executive Agenda again.  Jeff said he was just getting to that.  Jeff started 

with the phone call from Juine Chada on August 17
th

 asking him about what was going on in 

Philomath, that she had just gotten a phone call from the City and that they were not going to 

give PCS any money because we had kicked the Gleaners out.  Peggy said “Amen” and Jeff 

asked her if she had something to say.  Peggy said “I said Amen, that’s exactly what they said”.  

Jeff asked her how she knew this.  Peggy said because I know from somebody that went to the 

City Council meeting.  Jeff asked if she didn’t feel that it would be courteous to share that 

information with the President.  Peggy “Not with..”  Jeff said “Jesus Christ Peggy”.  Peggy 

“don’t you start it again Jeff or I am going to call the police this time”.  Jeff “and do what, have 

me arrested, for what?”  Debbie said “Peggy, Jeff, come on”.  Jeff told Peggy that she was out 

of order and Peggy said that she wasn’t out of order but that Jeff was getting out of order.  Jeff 

asked Peggy if he had this correct, that she was telling the Board right now that somebody went 

to the City Council meeting on August 13
th

 and they told you that the City Council was going to 

withhold the money?  Peggy said “I heard, because it was gossip, that because of the mess that 

was going on with the Gleaners and the turmoil with PCS that the City was going to not give 

PCS any money”.  Jeff said “And you didn’t feel that the Board…”.  Peggy said “I said it was a 

rumor, and that was all I knew”.  Juine Chada from Senator Wyden’s office said that they were 

having second thoughts about coming, that they had had the call from the City, that there had 

been a complaint filed against PCS.  Jeff told her that the Gleaners had not been kicked out.  

That from time to time the Board does discuss issues and costs and that it is always a work in 

progress.  Jeff asked her if she was referring to the letter from Sharon Thornberry to the City 

Council and Juine said yes, and you know that Sharon Thornberry is going to be there Saturday 

at the BBQ and asked Jeff if he was going to be okay with that.  Jeff said yes, and told Juine 

that he asked Sharon August 8th at Ray’s Market grand opening why she hadn’t sent an email 

or called him if she had any concerns with PCS.  Sharon told Jeff she would talk to him later.  

Jeff told her that the allegations are not true and there had been some conversations by the 

Board, but that we had invited a lot of people to this and that we were looking forward to it, that 

we had a lot people working very hard on this, and the City had been down to PCS and mowed 

the field, and the Gazette Times was very excited about the Farm Bill and the amendment and 

that they were going to cover it.  Jeff said the conversation with Juine took about 45 minutes to 

convince her not to cancel the Senator’s visit.  Jeff felt it was imperative that we resolve this 

Gleaner issue and that it doesn’t jeopardize Senator Wyden’s visit.  Don made a motion to 



remove the tabled motion from the July 16
th

 Board meeting from the table and bring it to the 

full Board at the August 20
th

 meeting, 2
nd

 by Debbie.  Don said that now that it was before the 

full PCS Board the Executive Board’s recommended action was to eliminate any doubts from 

outsiders, that we absolutely defeat the motion and that we vote down any changes to the 

Gleaning Program at this time.  Betty clarified that there will be no more discussion about 

removing them at this time.  Jeff called for the question, passed unanimously. 

Parking Lot Issue -  Peggy wanted to make a motion to table the parking lot issue until she 

could verify how much money PCS had in their account.  Jeff said we couldn’t do that and he 

would tell her why.  Don said this was very time sensitive because of the weather.  Jeff said that 

Dede at Mid-Valley gravel usually charges $180 - $200 for a load of gravel, Jim Tice said that 

our parking lot was damaged, our road was very damaged, we never put down a base coat (of 

gravel) or a top coat (of gravel) and that our parking lot would not be able to make it through 

another winter.  Jim said he would grade our lot, put down the base coat, top coat, do the road, 

roll everything and he would not charge PCS anything.  Peggy asked if he was the one doing 

the electrician work.  Jeff said no, it was Jim Tice from E. D. Hughes, that Jim would dig the 

holes for the new platform for the freezer condenser but not the electrical work.  Dede has 

agreed to sell us the rock for $85 a load. Neal clarified that this was not what we discussed last 

month, this was not for paving the lot, it was maintenance work that had to done and would 

have had to be done for the paving also.  Debbie made a motion to authorize Jeff to spend up to 

$3,000 for parking lot repair and maintenance, 2
nd

 by Debbie.  Passed unanimously.                                         

Closing Comments – Peggy wanted to know what we were going to do about a treasurer.  Jeff 

said that we were going to have to recruit a treasurer.  Peggy said “let’s go back to our bylaws 

before we start bringing on somebody, that somebody knows, that is somebody’s friend, that is 

going to vote the way we want them to, let’s go back to the original bylaws that says they shall 

be or will be, right now it says that they are, a person from the City Council, a person from the 

Clergy, a person from the Lions….”  Jeff and others said that this was only a guideline, not an 

absolute.  Rollie asked if Peggy knew someone that wanted to be the treasurer, and maybe he 

would have to ask his friends.  Peggy asked Rollie if he wanted to be treasurer and he said no.  

Jeff said that we are going to try to recruit some new blood onto the Board, recruit a new 

treasurer, and that we would like to do anything that we can to help get Peggy out of the work 

that she is so kind to do.  Jeff told Peggy that she is an indispensable person to this organization 

and that she has done a lot over the years and should be commended.  Peggy said that she wants 

to make sure that we are doing everything right so that when the Attorney General’s office 

comes we are doing everything right.  Jeff said that is not going to happen, that we took care of 

all of that today. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debbie Thorpe 
 


