
PCS Board Executive Session Meeting Minutes for 9-17-12 

Attend: Jeff, Rollie, Debbie, Peggy, Don, Neal, Aaron, Marti----Bardon, former Board Member       

Guests:  Gabrielle Mahoney, Gerri Ross, Scott Ramsey,                     Unexcused: Ken            

Introduction:  Gabrielle Mahoney, Gerri Ross, Scott Ramsey (late) as potentially new Board 

Members and asked each of them to briefly tell the Board their interests, community affiliations 

and why they would like to serve as a Board Member on PCS.  Jeff informed them that the 

Board would feel more comfortable discussing their appointment in their absence.  They were 

thanked for their willingness to serve on the Board and asked to leave because the Board was 

scheduled to go in to immediate Executive Session. 

Executive Session Jeff announced that we were now going to go into executive session and 

asked Sara to leave.  Sara said that she had to do the food order and did not have time before the 

meeting and would not have time after the meeting.  The President told her that she could not be 

there during the Executive Session; it was for Board Members only.  Sara become combative 

and disruptive and argued that Debbie could not be there either as she was a Program Manager.  

The President asked Don as the Parliamentarian if he had the right to ask Sara to leave.  At that 

point, Don stepped in and said as the Parliamentarian that Sara would have to leave.  Don read 

the section of the bylaws that stated that Program Directors shall be ex officio, not voting 

members of the Board of Directors; it did NOT state that Board Members could not be Program 

Directors.  Sara continued to argue with Don and the Board and refused to leave.  Sara stated 

that the Departments had not been able to give their reports for two months and gave the Board 

a report for the Gleaners and for the Food Bank.  Sara also submitted a letter to the Board dated 

9-13-12 to the President and noted that a copy had been delivered to Debbie earlier in the day.  

This was a letter of non-support for the leadership listing many grievances and was signed by 

several volunteers.  There was new information on the back of the copy submitted at the 

meeting (Carey’s note).  (Sara went in to the stockroom.)  Aaron asked for clarification on 

Executive Session and why Program Managers were excluded, did they not have input for what 

we were going to discuss.  Jeff replied to Aaron that he had requested in a separate email that 

Department Managers submit their reports to the Board via email.  Jeff also explained that we 

had so much to do this evening that we did not have time for agency reports, that there was 

nothing on the schedule that input from the Program Managers would be needed and that there 

were topics that were sensitive information that did not need to be and should not be shared 

with the public.   

      

Executive Session Email Notice 9-16-12 (That did not go out until 9-17-12 because of a 

PCS software glitch) – Jeff brought everybody’s attention to his email to Board Members as to 

why this was an Executive Session meeting.  See attached email text.  Managers were asked to 

submit their report via email because of the Executive Session and internal issues. 
 
Board Members, 
 Tomorrow’s Board agenda and the attached minutes from 8-20-12 Executive, revised minutes from 7-16-12 Executive, 

minutes from 9-10-12 Executive meeting and a copy of the bylaws.  Only Board Members are receiving this information 
with the legal disclaimer below.  This is being done so that internal Executive minutes and policy issues can not be 
forwarded to unauthorized persons that have chosen to make this information public and then politicize it to harm PCS.  
This was recently done at the Philomath City Council meeting of August 13

th
.  I have obtained a copy of the 8-13-12 City 

Council audio tape (and copy of the Council meeting minutes) where Sharon Thornberry informs the Council that Susan 
James from LBFS and Leota Hutsell from the Philomath Gleaners are before the Council to testify under visitors and 
information, she also states on the audio tape that she earlier in the day sent Randy information to be included in the 
Council packets.  (We do not have that information at this time.)  This testimony was the genesis for the City Council to 



withhold appropriated funding from PCS until the Gleaner issue was resolved.  This information was forwarded to Senator 
Ron Wyden’s office and was the reason why Senator Wyden’s office had second thoughts about coming to PCS’s 
volunteer BBQ on the 25

th
.  It would seem somebody didn’t want that visit to take place.  

 Please print and read all of the material that is attached to this email.  You will see that we have very serious business to 

take care of and I expect everybody to attend and to be on time.  If you have an issue that prevents you from attending 
please notify me ASAP and ask to be excused.  
 Hope everyone has been enjoying this wonderful fall weather! 

 Regards, 

 Jeff 

 LEGAL CONFIDENTIAL: The information in this Philomath Community Services' e-mail and in any attachment may 

contain information which is legally privileged. It is intended only for the attention and use of the named recipient.  
If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorized to retain, disclose, copy or distribute the message and/or any of 

its attachments.  
If you received this e-mail in error, please notify (webmaster@philomathcommunityservices.org) and delete this 
message.  
Thank-you. 

 

Board Minutes for 8-20-12 Moved to approve, Don, 2
nd

 by Debbie, passed unanimously.  

Peggy asked where the part about Debbie being a Program Manager illegally was in the 

minutes.  Jeff explained that it was in the Executive Session of the Minutes, not the regular 

meeting minutes. 

PCS Executive Session Board Minutes for 8-20-12 Moved to approve, Don, 2
nd

 by Jeff, 

passed unanimously.  Bardon asked where his name was, is he on the Board or not?  Jeff 

informed Bardon that he was not on the Board.  He’s on a leave of absence, that Jeff had sent 

him an email informing him that he would put him on a leave of absence due to Lupe’s health 

issues and that he was not a voting member of the Board at this time.  Bardon said he did not 

have that email.  Jeff also pointed out that Bardon had not been to a meeting for 7 months and 

would automatically be off of the Board according to the bylaws if Jeff had not put him on a 

leave of absence.  Bardon asked if he was still the Treasurer, which Jeff stated no, Betty Hooper 

had been appointed interim Treasurer but that she could not do the job because Citizens Bank 

informed the President that she could not be the Treasurer and because of confidentiality laws 

would not tell Jeff what the issue or red flag concerned.  Betty had stated she needed to step 

down because of work issues and that wasn’t exactly correct. 

Minutes from Executive Board meeting for 9-10-12  Moved to approve, Don, 2
nd

 by Jeff, 

passed unanimously.  Peggy wanted to know who authorized the letters to her and Betty 

Hooper.  Jeff, Don and Ken told Peggy that the Executive Board asked Debbie as Secretary to 

mail those letters out under her signature.  Peggy said it was not listed in the minutes and 

several noted at the bottom of the Agenda it said “Items discussed will be forwarded to the Full 

Board Monday, September 17, 2012 with recommendations for action”.  Don further stated that 

the letters were sent in confidentiality so the two Board members in question wouldn’t be 

publicly embarrassed by forcing the Board to vote either one of them off by a 2/3 majority.  

I.R.S. / 501-C-3 Extension Letter Jeff addressed the letters from both Federal and State Tax 

divisions for being out of compliance that was discussed at the 9-10-12 Excutive Board 

meeting.  Don had agreed to look in to these matters and report back to the Board.  Don 

dropped off the papers at Philomath Tax & Accounting, met with Steve Moore who gave Don a 

copy of the extensions, and Steve also said that we would probably not have to pay the late 

penalties.  Federal taxes must be filed by 11-15-12 and State could not be filed until Federal 

returns had been filed.  Steve explained that 6 sets of quickbooks makes doing our taxes much 

more difficult to process and that we may wish to consolidate the records to make taxes easier 



to file.  Marti asked what could be done so that we would not be late on filing our taxes in the 

future.  Jeff said that having a person that is an Ex-Manager of Wells Fargo come on the Board 

to serve as our Treasurer would help a lot.  Bardon said that the rules for the 990 have all 

changed and he needs time to read and understand them.   

State of Oregon / Non-Compliance Letter  See above explanation. 

PCS Bylaws Amendments & Filing Debbie said that we had not filed our bylaws with the 

State, but we did adopt amended minutes last fall.  Bardon said he needed copies of the minutes 

from October and November to complete the bylaw changes, that he did not have those 

minutes, that he has requested them twice, and that he had to file them with the tax returns.  

(NOTE:  The bylaws that were emailed to everyone were the ones submitted by Bardon to the 

Board 11-21-11 to be adopted, motion made by Lupe to adopt as presented, 2
nd

 by Don, 

passed unanimously.) 

New Freezer Equipment / Update Jeff informed the Board that Ken was unable to build the 

platform necessary for the new equipment to be installed and that Jim Tice and Steve Oien 

worked on getting the posts in and the platform built, but we were charged by Steve Oien.  

Rollie made a motion that we pay Steve Oien, 2
nd

 by Marti, passed unanimously. 

City of Philomath / Parking Lot Don is working with Kevin Fear, Public Works Director and 

we were told we had to produce a plan before the City would consider PCS’s request. 

Parking Lot / E. D. Hughes Jeff spoke with Jim Tice at E. D. Hughes to let him know that the 

Board approved the expenditure to have the parking lot repair done, that Jim would work with 

Dede at Mid-Valley Gravel and that the work should be done before the heavy rains set in. 

City of Philomath / Donation Letter Jeff said that he had purchased a copy of the minutes 

from the City of Philomath City Council meeting 8-13-12.   Jeff informed the Board that we had 

received funding from the City and read the letter into the minutes.  Jeff sent Leota an email on 

8-21-12 to inform her of the Boards removal of action on removing the Gleaners from the PCS 

operations.  Jeff asked Leota why she had not responded to his email and she replied that she 

did not need to as she had been called and told of the decision.  Jeff asked Peggy if she called 

Leota and told her.  Peggy did not answer, she went on to ask Jeff if he did not come in here and 

tell Leota that she had no business going to the meeting and scream and yell at her?  Jeff said he 

did not.  Jeff went on to say that the City has put some reporting requirements on the funding 

and that we would not mind doing that.  Jeff said next year they were going to put some 

constraints on it.  Jeff said the credibility of PCS was called into question when Peggy sent out 

an email that said we were $10,000 short, but then Betty Hooper…..  Peggy interrupted and 

wanted to go back and ask why no one other than Aaron had called her and asked questions.  

Rollie asked what he was supposed to say?  I read the email and felt it was very clear, Neal said 

he agreed.  Peggy apologized and said that she never meant to say that the money was missing.  

Jeff asked if he could finish and Peggy said you can go ahead and finish, as usual….  Betty 

Hooper extrapolated on your letter and called for an investigation by the State of Oregon, said 

that maybe somebody was cooking the books, the El Presidente was a Dictator and went off the 

deep end.  Jeff said that we know that we have a leak and what would the paper do if they heard 

about funds missing?  You don’t have to be factual to do harm.  When Debbie replied to Betty 

to ask where her proof was Betty replied “Get Ready!”  Now you can understand why the 

Executive Board wanted to meet and put a cap on this before it became public and got out of 

hand.  Betty nor Peggy showed up and Betty has tendered her letter of resignation.  Jeff asked 

Peggy what she was going to do about the letter that she had received.  Peggy said that she was 



not going to resign.  Jeff said you mean that you are going to force this Board to do something 

that we said in the letter that we did not want to do….  Peggy said “excuse me, you tell me how 

this came about when there is nothing in the minutes?  Did you have a secret meeting and 

accuse me of something that I did not do?  Don said that Jeff did contact members of the Board 

and ask them how they would vote on considering removing her.  Peggy asked for what reason?  

Was it incompetence in the books?  Because I sent one email from the Board to Susan James?  

Don brought up our retreat in January with a lady that said that we need to pass the ball around 

and that if someone in our midst was not playing with the ball team, passing the ball and 

sharing the opportunity to improve our community and our program….  Peggy wanted to hear 

from other members that Jeff had contacted, that she felt she was owed that for the hundreds 

and hundreds of hours that she has put in.  Rollie said that we all appreciate all of the hours that 

she had put in, that it was a big job, it is hard to find people that are willing to do this, but that 

as he looked back he could see that she was becoming more and more antagonistic, that at our 

Board meetings she was always questioning things that we had to go back and say yes we have 

already approved this…..  Peggy proceeded to start reading her letter to the Board.  When she 

got to the issue of saying that Jeff had admitted to her of bringing a gun to the site, Jeff said he 

had never brought a gun to the facility and asked anybody if they had ever seen him with a gun.  

Two other Board Members said that maybe he had a license to carry a gun, as did the two of 

them and that it was not against the law.  Aaron jumped in and said that he needed to go as he 

was late for another meeting, he stated his opinion, said it would only be said once and only in 

this room.  Jeff tried to reply to Aaron’s questions, but he would not let him, Aaron said he 

could call him later if he wanted to and submitted his letter of resignation and said that it wasn’t 

even worth wasting one hour of his time here.  Peggy then passed out her letter “about what I 

don’t like about Jeff Lamb” that you guys leave me in that room with that man…  Peggy said 

she wanted a vote, no she didn’t, yes she did…  and Rollie said that was the problem, she was 

always having a hard time making up her mind.  

Don made a motion to appoint Gerri Ross to the Board, passed unanimously. 

Don made a motion to appoint Scott Ramsey to the Board, passed unanimously. 

Don made a motion to appoint Gabrielle Mahoney to the Board, passed unanimously. 

Peggy began to argue with the Board again and said if you remove me from the Board I’m 

going to the Secretary of the State and file a complaint against all of you. 

Don made a motion to remove Peggy from the Board, 2
nd

 by Jeff, passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

(NOTE:  Sara went in to the back room but stayed onsite and came into the Board meeting 

several times.  Sara stayed until after the Board Meeting was over and did not come back in to 

the Food Bank to finish the order she said had to be done.) 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Debbie Thorpe 

 

 

 
 


